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ROY COOPER 

GOVERNOR 

April 23, 2020 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 135 

EXTENDING STAY AT HOME ORDER AND ORDERS LIMITING MASS 
GATHERINGS, REQUIRING SOCIAL DISTANCING, AND RESTRICTING 

VISITATION AT LONG TERM CARE FACILITIES 

WHEREAS, on March 10, 2020, the undersigned issued Executive Order No. 116 which 
declared a State of Emergency to coordinate the State' s response and protective actions to address 
the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) public health emergency and to provide for the health, 
safety, and welfare of residents and visitors located in North Carolina ("Declaration of a State of 
Emergency"); and 

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a 
global pandemic; and 

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the President of the United States declared the ongoing 
COVID-1 9 outbreak a pandemic of sufficient severity and magnitude to wan-ant an emergency 
declaration for all states, tribes, territories, and the District of Columbia pursuant to Section 501 (b) 
of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. §§ 5121-5207 
(the "Stafford Act"); and 

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the President of the United States pursuant to Sections 
201 and 301 of the National EmergenciesAct, 50 U.S.C. § 1601, et seq. and consistent with 
Section 1135 of the Social Security Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. § l 320b-5), declared that the 
COVID-19 pandemic in the United States constitutes a national emergency, retroactive to March 
1, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, on March 25, 2020, the President of the United States, pursuant to Section 
401 of the Stafford Act, approved a Major Disaster Declaration, FEMA-4487-DR, for the State of 
North Carolina; and 

WHEREAS, community spread ofCOVID- I 9 continues to increase in No1th Carolina and 
nationwide, and increased testing capacity would undoubtedly show that COVID-1 9 is circulating 
in communities across North Carolina that have not yet identified a confirmed case; and 

WHEREAS, the continued presence of community spread in North Carolina, the rapid 
increase in COVID-19 cases, and the rising number of COVID-19 related deaths, both globally 
and in North Carolina, require us to continue our measures to slow the spread of this virus during 
the pandemic; and 



WHEREAS, hospital administrators and health care providers have expressed concerns 
that unless the spread of COVID-19 is limited, existing health care facilities may be insufficient 
to care for those who become sick; and 

WHEREAS, slowing the community spread of COVID-19 is critical to ensuring that our 
healthcare facilities remain able to accommodate those who require intensive medical intervention; 
and 

WHEREAS, as proactive steps to prevent and respond to COVID-19, and for the purposes 
of protecting the health, safety and welfare of the people of North Carolina, the undersigned has 
issued Executive Order Nos. 116-122, 124-25, 129-131, and 133-134; and 

WHEREAS, in Executive Order No. 118, issued on March 17, 2020, the undersigned 
limited operations of restaurants and bars in response to COVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, in Executive Order No. 120, issued on March 23, 2020, the undersigned 
placed additional limitations on mass gatherings, venues, and long term care facilities, and directed 
school closures; and 

WHEREAS, in Executive Order No. 121, issued on March 27, 2020, the undersigned 
restricted travel, prohibited certain mass gatherings, and required social distancing to the extent 
individuals are using shared or outdoor spaces outside their residence; and 

WHEREAS, Executive Order No. 121 provided that except as amended, Executive Orders 
Nos. 118 and 120 would continue in effect; and 

WHEREAS, in Executive Order No. 131, issued on April 9, 2020, the undersigned 
established additional social distancing measures for retail establishments; and 

WHEREAS, some of the provisions of the above-listed Executive Orders are set to expire 
unless the undersigned takes further action; and 

WHEREAS, if these provisions were to expire prematurely, they could undo the important 
progress North Carolina has made in controlling the outbreak of COVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, the undersigned has determined that certain provisions must remain in place 
until May 8, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, as the situation in North Carolina develops, the undersigned reserves the right 
to extend provisions to later dates, modify existing provisions, or lift restrictions earlier than 
scheduled; and 

WHEREAS, Executive Order No. 116 invoked the Emergency Management Act, and 
authorizes the undersigned to exercise the powers and duties set forth therein to direct and aid in 
the response to, recovery from, and mitigation against emergencies; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat.§ 166A-19.10(b)(2), the undersigned may make, 
amend, or rescind necessary orders, rules, and regulations within the limits of the authority 
conferred upon the Governor in the Emergency Management Act. 

NOW, THEREFORE, by the authority vested in me as Governor by the Constitution and 
the laws of the State of North Carolina, IT IS ORDERED: 

Section 1. Extensions and technical amendments 

For the reasons and pursuant to the authority set forth above and set forth in the relevant 
Executive Orders referenced below, the undersigned orders as follows: 

Sections 1, 4, and 5 of Executive Order No. 118; Sections 1, 2, 3 and 5 of Executive Order 
No. 120; and all ofExecutive Order No. 121 are in effect, and shall remain in effect, until 5:00 pm 
on May 8, 2020. Sections 1 and 2 of Executive Order No. 131 are amended to expire at 5:00 pm 



on May 8, 2020. The effective date provisions of Executive Orders Nos. 118, 120, 121 , and 131 
are amended to have the above-listed sections of those orders continue in effect through the 
above-listed time and date. Future Executive Orders may extend the term of these Executive 
Orders. An Executive Order rescinding the Declaration ofa State ofEmergency will automatically 
rescind this Executive Order. 

Section 2. Savings Clause 

If any provision of this Executive Order or its application to any person or circumstances 
is held invalid by any comt of competent jurisdiction, this invalidity does not affect any other 
provision or application of this Executive Order, which can be given effect without the invalid 
provision or application. To achieve this purpose, the provisions of this Executive Order are 
declared to be severable. 

Section 3. Distribution 

I hereby order that this Executive Order be: (1) distributed to the news media and other 
organizations calculated to bring its contents to the attention of the general public; (2) promptly 
filed with the Secretary ofthe North Carolina Department of Public Safety, the Secretary of State, 
and the superior court clerks in the counties to which it applies, unless the circumstances of the 
State of Emergency would prevent or impede such filing; and (3) distributed to others as necessary 
to ensure proper implementation of this Executive Order. 

Section 4. Enforcement 

A. Pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat.§ 166A-19.30(a)(2), the provisions of this Executive Order shall 
be enforced by state and local law enforcement officers. 

B. A violation of this Executive Order may be subject to prosecution pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. 
§ 166A-1 9.30(d) and is punishable as a Class 2 misdemeanor in accordance with N.C. Gen. 
Stat. § l 4-288.20A. 

C. Nothing in this Executive Order shall be construed to preempt or ove1n1le a court order 
regarding an individual' s conduct ( e.g., a Domestic Violence Protection Order or similar 
orders limiting an individual's access to a particular place). 

Section 5. Effective Date 

This Executive Order is effective immediately. This Executive Order shall remain in effect 
until 5 :00 pm on May 8, 2020, unless repealed, replaced, or rescinded by another applicable 
Executive Order. An Executive Order rescinding the Declaration of a State of Emergency will 
automatically rescind this Executive Order. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto signed my name and affixed the Great Seal 
of the State of North Carolina at the Capitol in the City of Raleigh, this 23 rd day of April in the 
year ofour Lord two thousand and twenty. 

ATTEST: 

~t:za;:; ?Jfv,J/~ 
Chief Deputy Secretary ofState 


